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The Transfiguration

A life-transforming moment?

Mark 9 verses 2 to 8

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one﻿on earth
could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings,﻿﻿one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6

He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then
a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came
a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;﻿﻿listen to him!” 8

Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with
them any more, but only Jesus.

Also recorded in: Matthew 17.1-8, Luke 9.28-36 and 2 Peter 1.16-18

WHY PETER, JAMES & JOHN?

VERSE 2

Why did Jesus take Peter, James and John up the mountain?

•They were 3 of the first 4 disciples called to follow Him
» Mark 1: 14-20

•They accompanied Jesus on other significant occasions
» The raising of Jairus’ daughter

– Mark 5:35-43

» Sea of Galilee (άŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴέύ
– Luke 5: 1-11

» Garden of Gethsemane
– Mark 14:43-52

•The were all ‘elevated’ and given new spiritual insight to
prepare them for the key roles they would have after
Jesus’ death

2 Peter 1: 16-19

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For
he received honour and glory from God the Father when
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,﻿with whom I am well
pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 So
we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You
will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts.

WHAT IS A 
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VERSE 3
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What is happening? What is happening? What does transfiguration mean?

•Greek

» μεταμορφόω

» metamorphoo

» “to change form…”

•… to that which Jesus
would have in God’s
Kingdom

WHY WERE ELIJAH & MOSES 
THERE?

VERSE 4

Moses and Elijah

•The Old Testament has 3 sections:

» Moses is representative of “the Law” (the Torah)

» Elijah representative of “the prophets”

» “the writings” (Psalms, Proverbs etcΧ) were not considered as part
of what we now call the Old Testament in Jesus’ day

•Their appearance symbolically represented Jesus
as the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets

•They were a resurrection to life, brought out of
their “sleep”, to their physical bodies as a vision
of what Jesus would soon do

HOW DID THEY KNOW IT WAS 
MOSES AND ELIJAH?

The question I can’t answer!
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WHY DID PETER CALL JESUS 
RABBI? (TEACHER)

VERSE 5 (Question 1)

New Testament Education ɀPrimary School

•Bet Sefer – ‘house of the book’

» Boys and Girls, aged 6 to 12

» Go to the Synagogue and be taught by the Chief Rabbi

– Greeted and given a slate with a drop of honey on it

– Asked to taste it as he unrolled the Torah (scroll)

» Memorize the Torah

– Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

» Boys ended Bet Sefer with a bar mitzvah and then
began to learn the family business (e.g. fishing,
carpentry)

New Testament Education ɀSecondary School

•Bet Talmud – ‘house of interpretation/learning’

» Boys only, aged 13 to 15

» Continue to go to the Synagogue and be taught by the 
Chief Rabbi

» Memorize the Tanach

– The Torah and the Prophets!

» Also learnt family business

» Very few made it!

5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȣ 0ÏÓÔÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅȣ $ÏÃÔÏÒÁÔÅ

•Bet Midrash – ‘house of study’

» Aged 15 to 30 (hence Jesus’ ministry)

» Put into practice everything they have memorised

» Invited by a Rabbi, if selected, to learn his ‘yoke’

» Followed in the ‘dust’ of their Rabbi

» Learnt to be exactly like their Rabbi

– Eating, Mannerisms, Understanding of God…

» Be called a `‘talmidim’ = Disciple

Peter, James and John were Fishermen!

•Probably did not make it past Bet Sefer

•Definitely not good enough for Bet Midrash 

•Failures in their society

•Could have been as young as 15

•GOOD ENOUGH FOR JESUS! WHY DID PETER OFFER TO 
BUILD 3 DWELLINGS? (TENTS)

VERSE 5 (Question 2)
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It was a strange thing to say at the time… the first thing that came to mind…

WHY WAS HE TERRIFIED?

VERSE 6

WOULDN'T YOU HAVE BEEN!

Ummmmmmmmmmm

7(9 $)$ '/$ 3!9ȣȩ

VERSE 7

ȣthis is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him?

•to echo the words at Jesus’ baptism

» Matthew 3.13-17; Luke 3.21-22; John 1.29-34

•to make it clear to Peter, James and John that
Jesus was greater than Moses and Elijah

•to demonstrate that His kingdom was based on
life, death and life again – to stun the disciples
present to believe what Jesus told them above
and beyond the teachings of the Jews (Judaism)

Questions for you

How does this passage challenge your 
understanding of, and relationship with, Jesus?
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What about you?

1. Do you feel like a privileged chosen friend of
Jesus or perhaps like on of the other 9 disciples
– left at the bottom of the mountain?

2. Will you ever be invited (up the mountain so to
speak) to see Moses, Elijah and Jesus in their
‘kingdom’ (heavenly) form? – there is only one
way to be sure of that!

3. By what name do you know Jesus… teacher,
friend, saviour? Maybe by no name at all.

4. Will the story of the transformation of Jesus
have a transformational effect on your life?

We may have missed something!

We have only reflected on the vision provided for Peter, 
James and John in response to Jesus’ challenge

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ φ ÄÁÙÓ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒȦ

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,﻿will save it. 36 For what
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what
can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words﻿﻿in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 9 1

And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with﻿﻿power.”

The Transfiguration

A life-transforming moment?
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